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In addition to generously sharing their practices, stakeholders conveyed a few key messages:

Educators are responsible
for reading instruction

All families support their
children's learning

One size won't fit all
families

Partnering with families on NYC Reads does not mean
that we expect families to teach their children to
read. Understanding the Science of Reading, studying
data to plan targeted instruction, and leading engaging
literacy lessons is our responsibility as educators.

Family-school learning is
a two-way street

All families, regardless of race, home language,
socioeconomic status, or level of education, can, want
to, and do participate in their children’s literacy
learning. Moreover, all families have essential
knowledge about their children that educators need to
provide students with strong instruction.

Continuous learning will
help us do better over time

[tis our job, as educators, to establish two-way
communication with families (regardless of families'
home language) that allows us to learn about
children’s needs and strengths to improve our
instruction and provide the guidance, opportunities,
and resources families want to support their

children’s reading development.

[t's also our job to learn alongside families about how
it’s going, adjust course where needed, and strive to

keep doing better.

One size won't fit all. Some families may be eager to
explore the nuts and bolts of the Science of Reading.
Others may want to foster a love of reading through a
nightly audiobook or conversation ritual in their home
language. Still others will want to share key insights and
observations about their children’s progress with
teachers to help them tailor instruction. All of these
approaches (and many others!) are valuable and valid
contributions to students' literacy learning.

This toolkit can help.
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